
                 January 10, 2007 
Dear Parents, 
 Well, for those of you that wanted snow, I hope you saw it last night because that is all weÕre going to 
get!!!  It coated my car and caused my kids to come and ask me if I thought school would be cancelled, so I 
can truthfully say IÕve had my fill.  What a glorious winter it was!   
News for this week: 
*CathyÕs back!  Need I say more!?! 
*The Preschool had a presentation from a Chinese television station today concerning the Chinese New Year 
which will be celebrated in February.  They did video tape the program but werenÕt sure exactly what date 
they might broadcast it.  So, if anyone happens to watch a Chinese TV station that broadcasts globally and 
you hear a story about the Appletree School be sure to pass the word!  The presenterÕs name was Amy Shou.  
The children learned about Chinese culture, language, history and some fun facts.  Everyone seemed to enjoy 
it.  Hopefully, you will hear about it at home.   
*The Academy lunch program will begin next week for pizza and subs.  Anyone who participated in the 
PTO WendyÕs program, this continues next week and the McDonaldÕs program will begin on the 25th.  
Please make sure you turn in your forms by the Friday, January 12th.  Thanks. 
*Please remember that we are closed on Monday in observation of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  Try to give 
something back to your community that day. 
*L ast but certainly not leastÉt he 2007-2008 school year is now upon us.  We are planning for a fantastic 
year and I hope you will chose to be a part of it!  We will pass out the registration packet to families at 
check-out on Wednesday, January 31st.  In the packet will be an information sheet, the Registration Form, a 
tentative 2007-2008 School Calendar, a Rate Sheet and Summer Camp 2007 information.  Please take a 
moment to look through the information and stop by if you have any questions.  We are continuing with the 
Òlonger youÕve been an Appletree family, the earlier you can registerÓ process.  So, please check the dates on 
the information sheet for when you can begin to register.  I know that there are some questions about 
whether or not we will have a 5th grade again next year.  We are still in the process of deciding-weighing the 
pros and the cons and asking some rather hard questions of ourselves.  If you have any opinion on this we 
would love to hear it, even if this doesnÕt affect you this year.  We will have a final decision made by the 
time the packets are distributed. 

Have a Great 3 Day Weekend, 
katie 

 
 

The Teachers’ Turn 
News from Mrs. Kristin’s and Mrs. Diana’s Bunnies 

This week the Bunnies are learning about Martin Luther King, Jr. and how he wanted everyone to use their 
words and not fight with fists.  We also learned of his dream for everyone to be treated the same way, no 
matter what their skin color.  We also met Nicky Narwhal.  Our "N" words are net, nickel, nose, nurse and 
numbers.  We are continuing testing through the last week of the month. 
This Friday, please bring in one piece of fruit so we can make a Martin Luther King "friendship salad."  Any 
type of fruit would be great! 
Show and tell next week is something that begins with the letter O. Have a great week! 
News from Mrs. Momm’s Bluebirds, Mrs. Chantal’s Redbirds & Mrs. Van Atta’s Hummingbirds 
From the Math and Reading Readiness Department ~ Mrs. Momm, Teacher 
Our theme for January is LetÕs Imagine and Winter Wonderland. The value is caring and patience. 
IÕm happy to say the individual assessment of each child is going very well. Hopefully we will be finished by 
next week and we will return to our normal routine. (Specialty classes continue and no rotation.) Your 



children are having fun with Dot-to-Dot pictures, Mazes and WhatÕs the Difference Ð 8 differences in each 
picture. Today we had a wonderful presentation about the Chinese New Year. The children really enjoyed it. 
Remember, Appletree is closed this Monday, January 15th in celebration of Martin Luther King Jr.Õs 
birthday. Have a great long weekend! 
From the Art Department ~ Miss Peggy, teacher 
We have very successfully ended our first week of testing only a couple of days left! While we are not 
rotating we are taking ÒbreaksÓ for free play and craft projects. On Wednesday we have a special visitor to 
Appletree to talk to the Preschool about the upcoming Chinese New Year! 
From the Social Studies and Science Department ~ Mrs. Chantal, Teacher 
This morning the children had fun learning about the exciting traditions of the Chinese New Year, which 
falls on February 18th.  
The progress testing went smoothly last week and we will complete it this week. Have a wonderful long 
weekend! 
News from Mrs. Leahey’s Kindergarten 

ItÕs that time of the week again! The kindergartners are well and truly back into the swing of things 
following the holidays. We have started a new table points system in class this week to encourage team-work 
and responsibility, and the children are already raring to go! And talking of new things and new years, it is a 
great time to re-stock you childÕs school supplies Ð glue sticks, pencils, erasers, crayons etc, and one thing 
that might be very useful to have is a pencil sharpener (one that has its own box attached). Please label 
everything. Thanks! Just a reminder regarding the journals that the children bring home Ð please return the 
tooth fairy and birthday journals promptly, and the mascot journal goes home for two nights. As we are 
coming to the end of the first round of sending ÔNickyÕ the mascot home, I will be sending him twice this 
week and twice next week. After that we begin round two! 
Our sight words this week are be, me, he, she and this weekendÕs homework will be based upon them. Some 
of our class work will be based upon the story ÔThe MittenÕ by Jan Brett and we have been making our own 
mittens and thinking about winter.  I hope you all have seen our beautiful snowflake tree outside the 
classroom Ð thanks to Miss Amy for all her efforts! We have also begun to look at the differences between 
question sentences and ÔtellingÕ sentences and how we use a period and a question mark. In our Math lessons 
we have continued our work on the dime and counting in steps of ten, plus beginning to count in twos. The 
main focus of our work will be addition. Enjoy your long weekend! 
News from Ms Persil’s First Grade 

Its finally feeling a little like winter!  What a busy, busy week we're having in first grade.  First and 
foremost, A BIG WELCOME!!! to our new student, Justin Kim!  While we're having a blast getting to know 
our Justin, we are also having a blast learning some really cool things.  In Arithmetic, we're working on 
values of the half-dollar and the dollar as well as combining quarters, nickels, dimes and pennies.  We're also 
perfecting our knowledge of 1/2 and 1/4 of an object or number.  In Phonics, we're learning new suffixes like 
the -y in rainy, -er in bigger, -est in biggest and -es in peaches.  We've also been working with adding -ing to 
words with a silent e, like ride, make and take.  We're finishing up learning the formation of the Cursive 
Alphabet - only a few more letters to go!  In Science, we're continuing our study of weather, more 
specifically precipitation like snow, rain, hail and the water cycle.  Last week our focus in Social Studies was 
George Washington and we're getting ready to move onto Thomas Jefferson!   
 A BIG YIPPEE to our Star Student Skylar who shared with us photos of her growing up: her first day of 
school, preschool graduation, and even her first birthday!  She also shared with us one of her favorite books, 
Brown Paper Teddy Bear by Catherine Allison - a fabulous story!  We finish up the week with our usual 
Arithmetic test tomorrow.  A reminder to help your kids study the ight and ite spelling words EVERY night!  
Our test will still be on Friday!  Have a great rest of the week and God Bless! 
News from Mr. Smith’s Second Grade 
We are starting a new class routine this week!  I have put all the students into groups that will change 
periodically.  Each group is assigned to a station that will rotate with the other groups.  Some will be doing 



exercises on the computer, others will be reading in their groups or working on seatwork for the day.  I will 
also be using some of the day to teach lessons to the whole class, that have to do with their seatwork 
throughout the week.  This week in arithmetic we are working on symmetry, writing cents two different 
ways, and doing three digit subtraction without using borrowing.  In language we will be working on adding 
a suffix to root words that end with a consonant and a "y", punctuation, capitalization, adding suffixes to 
words that end in "e", and elaborating on sentence structure.  In phonics we will be focusing on the sounds 
"ar" in dollar, "or" in sailor, "err" in cherry, "y" in baby, and "y" in fly.  In geography we will be learning 
more about the United States.  Kids will be able to recognize the states, their location on the map, and each 
statesÕ capitol by the end of January.  I will be giving a final test on the United States before we move on to 
other countries.  I am quizzing the students each day on the states and their capitols so that we can learn them 
gradually and be introduced to different states at an easier pace.  In science we will start our unit on cells 
(plant and animal), tissue, organs, and systems in the body. 
The end of the next quarter is quickly approaching so please make sure that the students are studying and 
understanding the material.  Although I am more than confident about this class and the material we are 
covering, we need to still emphasize that students don't rush through things and miss the lesson they are 
supposed to be learning.  I have found a few papers with some careless mistakes and have noted them after 
grading.  Students should be bringing home graded papers everyday.  If you are not seeing these papers 
being brought home please let me know and I will make the necessary arrangements to make sure they reach 
the parents.  We are gearing up for our tests and book reports coming up.  Some of the students have already 
finished their book for their book report and others are well on their way to finishing.  I hope that parents 
have taken an interest in the books and are helping with any questions or concerns that their student might 
have.  If you have any questions about the book or the book report please don't hesitate to talk with me.   Just 
a reminder, I will be placing the scholastic book order this Friday so please have any and all orders in to me.  
If you have late orders I will still take them but there will be a delay in receiving the books, as I will have to 
put in a second order for the same catalogs.  I know there are a lot of catalogs to go through but it is that time 
of year when they pile them on.  I would encourage everyone interested in their child learning more Spanish 
to purchase a book from the Spanish catalog as this will help them with reading comprehension.  If you have 
any questions or concerns please don't hesitate to contact me at any time.  Have a great week!  THINK 
SNOW!  I guess now that the weather is taking a turn for the more winter temperatures I can say that with a 
little bit more confidence.  
 
News from Mrs. Knox’s 3rd/4th Grade 

Did you get out on the weekend to enjoy the awesome spring-like weather?  It gave the illusion of spring 
break time!  However, we are in the midst of our winter academic season, with many things to be done!  It is 
wonderful to be able to say that our first week back went especially well.  A very focused class was able to 
accomplish all goals set forth.  Speaking of goals, if you have the chance to stop by our class please enjoy 
reading our resolutions-goals for the New Year. 
Yesterday we attended a well-done theatre production of "Color of Justice", a fictional account of one 
episode in the struggle of Afro-Americans to obtain equal treatment under the law. The play was enjoyed by 
all.  Interesting classroom discussions followed. 
Goals for the week and beyond: 

TESTS: All classes will be having their language tests today. Each group has been prepared and 
  should do well. 

             Spelling Test:  Friday  
             History Test: Promoting Literacy - Tuesday, January 16.  STUDY GUIDE will be Social Studies 

           Handout - Numbers 1-35.  We are working on this in class. 
Arithmetic:   3rd - Lessons 86-90.  Third graders are doing well in arithmetic! 

                             4th-  Lessons 86-90    Fourth graders are also doing well! 
                                 5th-  Lessons 129-138.  Fifth grader is an amazing math student!! 



Spelling:  List 18. 
Language:  3rd - to begin letter writing- 

                          4th-recognizing nouns 
                               5th - modifiers 

Cursive:  one lesson per day-  NOTE:  Most students are showing remarkable improvement in 
    cursive. 

Science:  Biome Project:  We work each Mon. Wed. and Fri. from 2:00 to 3:00. 
                  PLEASE NOTE:  DUE DATE HAS BEEN CHANGED.  NEW DATE IS JANUARY 26, 

   2007.  
Reading:  Read and Think and Individual class books. 

Happy week to all! 


